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MAYOR EMANUEL, CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT ANNOUNCE ‘SAVE CHICAGO’S 
TREASURES’ INITIATIVE 

$26 million investment to rehab Chicago’s neighborhood gems 

  
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Chicago Park District Superintendent Michael P. Kelly, Alderman 
Emma Mitts (37) and elected state officials today announced $26 million in improvements 
to 20 aging Park District facilities as part of the new “Save Chicago’s Treasures” initiative. 
  
“Some of our field houses are more than 100 years old,“ Mayor Emanuel said. “This is why 
‘Save Chicago’s Treasures’ is so critical. Maintaining the city’s historic neighborhood gems 
are the essential investments that improve the quality of life for residents, build strong 
neighborhoods and create a better Chicago.” 
  
The program will be paid for by Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) grant 
funding and Park District capital funds. The state grant funding had been frozen since 2015, 
but is now available after being released by the state of Illinois. 
  
“Thanks to the strong advocacy and support of the elected officials represented today, we 
are able to maintain our existing facilities for the families in our communities,” said 
Kelly.  “While prior year grants are now being honored, the future of these grant programs 
remains uncertain.  We must continue advocating to retain these important programs and 
to obligate funds for park improvement projects in future year budgets.” 
  
While the scope of each project varies, planned work involves major rehabilitation, 
including roof restoration, masonry improvements and ADA accessibility. 
  
“Residents of the 37th ward are excited for the field house and pool improvements coming 
to La Follette Park,” Alderman Mitts said. “It has been an Austin community staple for more 
than 80 years that is heavily utilized.” 

  
“These funds are much needed to improve neighborhood assets in the 4th Senate District,” 
State Senator Kimberly Lightford said. “These are the places where communities gather 
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and children play. We must keep them maintained.” 

  
"Today is a perfect partnership between the city and the state for families in the Austin 
Community,” State Representative La Shawn Ford. “Austin has suffered from the state's non 
budget and lack of profits have and continue to close their doors, so investing in historic 
community parks is a wise investment of tax payers dollars. I commend the Mayor and the 
Chicago Park District for listening to the community and answering the call to make the 
necessary improvements to public parks in Austin." 

“Save Chicago’s Treasures” includes the following locations: 

Archer Park 

Austin Town Hall Park 

Columbus Park 

Douglas Park 

Dvorak Park 

Eckhart Park 

Fosco Park 

Hamilton Park 

Harrison Park 

Hostein Park 

La Follette Park 

Lincoln Cultural Park 

Mann Natatorium 

McKinley Park 

Palmer Park 

Ridge Park 

River Park 

Robichaux Park 

South Side Cultural Center 

West Pullman Park 

In an effort to expedite construction, the Public Building Commission will deliver the 
capital improvements for many of the “Save Chicago’s Treasures” facilities. Construction 
will begin this year at some locations, with the expected completion of all projects by the 
end of 2019. 



 
 

Mayor Emanuel and the Chicago Park District have been committed to enhancing the 
quality of life of Chicago residents by providing safe and inviting parks and facilities and 
creating a park system that prioritizes the needs of children and families.  

### 

  
The Chicago Park District is the 2014 Gold Medal Award winner, recognized for 
excellence in park and recreation management across the nation. For more information 
about the Chicago Park District’s more than 8,300 acres of parkland, more than 585 parks, 
26 miles of lakefront, 12 museums, two world-class conservatories, 16 historic lagoons, 
nearly 50 nature areas, thousands of special events, sports and entertaining programs, 
please visitwww.chicagoparkdistrict.com or contact the Chicago Park District at 
312/742.PLAY or 312/747.2001 (TTY). Want to share your talent? Volunteer in the parks 
by calling, 312/742.PLAY. 
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